
Mayor Lyles Comments for Charlotte Women’s March 

Saturday, Jan. 20. 11:30 a.m. at First Ward Park 

 

Good morning! 

I am Vi Lyles… and I am so glad to, once again, take part in this 

Charlotte Women’s March. 

I was out with you last year as the Mayor Pro-Tem… and this year, I 

greet you as the Mayor of Charlotte. 

So, a lot has changed for me this past year… and much has changed for 

the overall Women’s movement… and it’s clear that my success is 

linked to what we are rallying for today. 

I want to thank everyone who has offered support over this past year… 

and for having the faith in me to act as your instrument of change in 

Charlotte.    

We are all here today because we deeply care about the wellbeing of 

women… and we want to promote a safe and productive environment 

for all women. 

As my call to action… I’d like to focus on an issue that really affects 

everyone… but is especially destructive to women. 

We must work to put an end to the threat of domestic violence. 

This is a problem that is plaguing communities all over our country. 

And often, we don’t learn about it… until it is too late. 

Many of our homicides are connected with domestic violence. 



We should all be vigilant in looking out for one another… and doing 

anything we can… before it potentially escalates to murder. 

This is not an easy topic to discuss… but it is so important. 

How can we advance as women, when some continue to live in fear…. 

in their own homes? 

Now is the time that we need to bring this issue to light. 

You can help in this mission. 

If you see something, say something… report it to police. 

Even if you’re wrong 

There are people in need of help in our community… and they are not 

always in a position where they can ask for it.  

We cannot allow this crime to continue to hide behind closed doors. 

And if you are the one experiencing domestic abuse… you should call 

911. 

No one should ever live in fear… especially when we have resources 

available to keep you protected. 

It is our obligation to one another… and this is a team effort. 

Together, we can work to make our community a safer place for all who 

live, work and visit Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Thank you again for allowing me to participate in this Women’s March. 

I am so proud of what we are doing in the Queen City to celebrate the 

vital role of women. 



And it is my pleasure now… to present an official proclamation, 

declaring the significance of today’s event. 

(Read the Proclamation) 

 

At this time, we would like to bring all of the speakers out in the front 

of the group… so we can officially begin our march. 

In the spirit of Dr. King and those who marched in Selma, please let’s 

lock our arms and start the march in unity. 

I will come down and join you.  


